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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (cancelled). 

Claim 2 (currently amended). Device according to Claim 4-7 , 

wherein the said pull-through rod {24} is bont In at l o act an approx i mat el y se micircular 

shape and can bo cw l vo l od swivelable over a range of at least approximately 1 80°. 

Claim 3 (currently amended). Device according to Claim 4 7 or 2, 
wherein the swivel axis {33} of the said pull-through rod is laterally offset with respect to the 
filling tube axis of the filling tube , and the said dosing dov l co (11) can bo elements are 
laterally offset displaceable by approximately the same degree as said lateral offset of said 
swivel axis of said pull-through rod, with respect to the said filling tube, {2} from a working 
position in which the center axis (44a} of the said closing d o vico (11) elements is coaxially 
aligned with the said axis {2a} of the said filling tube-{2}. 

Claim 4 (currently amended). Device according to Claim 3 f 

wherein actuation of the offset movomont of th e displacement of the closing device 
elements (11) first r e sults i n initiates axial displacement of the casing brake (5) bolng 
pulled away from the filling tube42 l the displacement of the casing brake taking place prior 
to the displacement of the closing elements . 
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Claim 5 (currently amended). Device according to Claim 3 , 

wherein the return of the pull-through rod (24) to i t s i d le said second position is coupled with 
the return motion of the closing device elements to i ts working the position they occupied 
prior to said displacement . 

Claim 6 (currently amended). Device according to Claim 4, 

wherein the return of the pull-through rod (24) to i t s Id l o said second position is coupled with 
the return motion of the closing dovioo elements to itc work i ng the position thev occupied 
prior to displacement . 

Claim 7 (new). Device for pulling a front end of a tubular casing from a filling tube 

of an apportioning filling machine, over which said casing is placed, away from an orifice of said 
filling tube and through a casing brake and closing elements of said filling machine, said device 
comprising a pull-through rod having a clamping hook on one end thereof for clamping said front 
end of said casing, said pull-through rod having a semicircular shape and being swivelable 
about an axis which is perpendicular to the axis of said filling tube, from a first position, in which 
it passes through the casing brake and closing device and in which position said clamping hook 
on said one end of said pull-through rod is located proximate said orifice of said filling tube, to a 
second position in which the pull-through rod i§ swiveled and said clamping hook is moved 
away from said orifice and through said casing brake and closing device. 
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